
Vergers’ Guild of the Episcopal 
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Monthly E-Newsletter 
 

Service through Worship, Worship through Service 

Walter Mace Memorial Chapter                     Diocese of Texas                               www.texasvergers.org 

Welcome to the first edition of the Walter Mace Chapter of the Vergers' Guild of the Episcopal 
Church monthly E-Newsletter. The Chapter is comprised of over 80 vergers from 32 parishes 
throughout the Diocese of Texas. The purpose of the Chapter is to promote a greater awareness of 
the servant  ministry of vergers in the Diocese of Texas and to provide support, training,  
education, and fellowship to the vergers who practice their ministry therein. 
 

Each of us have a story to tell, not only of how our ministry is performed in our parishes, but also of the  
parishes we serve. In order to promote a greater awareness among our growing numbers, each month a portion 
of this e-newsletter will be dedicated to three of our 32 parishes.  
 
You are invited to send articles of interest, with pictures, to Bob Bliss, at vergers@graceepis.org . Each  
submission should be limited to one page double spaced, Times New Roman font, size 12, and submitted via 
email. Stories of your ministry, the people, the type of services celebrated, high - broad - low, and how you 
adapt to changing needs are of importance. You may also submit time honored traditions, suggestions of how 
to perform church care and pictures of your church. Great things are happening in the Diocese of Texas and 
our Guild. Be an active part of our ministry. 
 
Yours In Christ, 
Bob Bliss 
Communications Chair 
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September 2006 Chapter Meeting 
The next Walter Mace Chapter meeting will be held at Good Shepherd Episcopal Church/Tomball on  
September 23, 2006 from noon to 3 pm. The speaker will be Bidwell Drake, who is certified to present a di-
ocesan program “Graceful Exits”. There will be a nominal charge ($10 per person) to cover costs of materials. 
Those attending are asked to bring a copy (completed or in progress) of their funeral customary for their 
church, and, if available, any handout that your clergy gives the bereaving family. Lunch will be provided for 
free for this meeting only. RSVP’s are absolutely necessary. Please respond to Peggy Metcalf at 
mlfm1943@yahoo.com . 

Vergers Installed in Marble Falls 
Tom Ashcroft and Pat Hudson have completed their training and were installed as vergers at Trinity Church in 
Marble Falls July 9, 2006. The installation took place during the 10:30 service  which was celebrated by The 
Rev. Dr. Ann Normand.  Rev Ann, as she likes to be addressed, told the congregation “ she has  an Assistant 
Priest, two seminarians, and now two vergers to help her. How much better could her life be?” Ron Robertson, 
Guild Training Officer, presented the candidates. The candidates and their families were brought forward and 
the installation was performed. Bob Bliss, Guild Communications Chair, representing the National Vergers 
Guild of the Episcopal Church and the Mace Chapter, assisted Rev. Ann in the installation. A reception  
followed the service where Tom and Pat were congratulated by the congregation. 



Contact Information 
Please keep your contact information up to date so that we are able to keep you informed of all activities 
within our Chapter. You need notify the Communications Officer.  Bob Bliss at  
vergers@graceepis.org whenever there is a change in your address, phone number or email.  Thanks! 
 

 

June 2007 Chapter Meeting 
Election of Officers 

The Walter Mace Chapter VGEC held its June chapter meeting at St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church/
Houston, amidst torrential rains.  The Rev. Bill DeForrest gave an interesting presentation on the relationship 
of vergers to the clergy, the personal role of vergers with other guilds within the church, and taking care of 
oneself spiritually within the context of ministry. 
 
The following slate of officers was elected by acclamation: 
  Peggy Metcalf, St. Mark’s/Houston, President 
  Gary Burnhauser, Good Shepherd/Tomball, Vice President 
  Ron Robertson, Emmanuel/Houston, your Roving Training Officer 
  Bob Bliss, Grace Episcopal Church/Georgetown, Communications Chair 
  Patricia Shepherd, St. Mark’s/Houston, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Approved were: 
  A motion that the annual March seminar be occasionally held in the Austin area, due to the growth of 
 the verger contingent there;  
  A motion to consider having one social meeting per year;  
  A directive to the president to offer our involvement to the diocese in the service of consecration of 
 The Rt. Rev. Dena Harrison, newly approved at General Convention 2006. 

Website Being Upgraded  
The texasvergers.org website is currently being rewritten and will debut shortly. Not only will it have a new 
look and feel but will be a repository for articles and “How To’s” that we all want to share. The content will 
grow over time and will reflect the knowledge of the Guild. Perishable information will primarily be distrib-
uted through the monthly E-Newsletter so that it can be timely and helpful. 
 
It would be very helpful for  each member to check their information on the membership page. If you see out 
of date email addresses listed please let us know the correct information. Great things are happening in the 
Diocese of Texas and our Guild. Be an active part of our ministry.  
 

Finding Liturgical North 
The custom  of worshipping towards the East, and of building Churches with the Chancel at the East end, has 
been the rule of the Catholic Church for many centuries. The Altar is therefore at the East end, in token that 
Christ is our Sun and Light, and that He will come from the East at His second Advent. “And the glory of the 
Lord came into the House by the way of the gate whose prospect is toward the East” (Ezek. 43, 4). 
 
From the Nave looking toward the Altar you are facing liturgical east. North will be on your left and south to 
your right. The pulpit is usually placed on the north side, facing west, because ancients thought that the voice 
had its strength from the right side. The pulpit symbolizes the teaching power and authority of the church. 
 
The Lectern, at which the lessons for the day are read, is ordinarily on the south side of the chancel, facing 
west. In many churches , however, the positions accorded the Lectern and Pulpit are transposed. 
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 Calendar Events of Interest to Vergers 

September 23. 2006  
Quarterly Meeting of Mace Chapter  
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church/Tomball  
Noon to 3 pm 

October 7, 2006  
Ordination of the Ven. Dena Harrison as suffragan bishop, Diocese of Texas Camp Allen 

October 9-11  
Clergy Conference, Camp Allen 

October 20-21  
ECW Annual Meeting, Camp Allen Hosts: ECW of All Saint’s/ Austin 

November 7, 2006  
Ordination of The Rt. Rev. Jefferts-Schori, Bishop of the Diocese of Nevada as the 26th Presiding Bishop of 
the Episcopal Church 

December 2006  
Social gathering, place and time to be announced 

January 2007  
Quarterly Meeting/Mace Chapter Time and place to be announced 

February 9-10, 2007  
Diocesan Council, Austin, Texas Host church St. David’s/Austin 

March 5-7, 2007  
Diocesan Altar Guild Retreat 

March 10, 2007  
5th Annual Mace Chapter Seminar, Grace Episcopal Church/ Georgetown 

February 2008 Diocesan Council, Galveston, Texas 

 HELPPPP!!! 
The Mace Chapter VGEC is considering having booths at various events over the next six months.  These in-
clude the October clergy conference, ECW meeting at Camp Allen in October, and Diocesan Council in Aus-
tin, February 2006.  If you think that you will have some spare time to donate to the chapter for any excur-
sions, please contact Peggy Metcalf at mlf1943@yahoo.com .  We have the materials, we just need the spokes-
persons. 

The Quarterly Newsletter 
You have now seen the monthly E-Newsletter. What can you expect from the quarterly newsletter? What you 
can expect are longer articles on what we do as vergers, what we do as Lay Ministers and perhaps what we 
should be training to do. You will also find stories of interest submitted by our chapter members and from 
other Chapters of the Vergers’ Guild of the Episcopal Church. What you will not find are discussions on either 
church politics or politics as a whole. If you have materials that you would like to submit please send them to 
Bob Bliss at: vergers@graceepis.org .  



Please address all communication to the 
following address: 

 
Bob Bliss, Verger 

Grace Episcopal Church 
1314 EAST UNIVERSITY AVE. 

Georgetown, TX. 78626 
or by email to: vergers@graceepis.org 

Officers 
President 
Margaret Metcalf - St. Mark’s – Houston 
Vice-President 
Gary Burnhauser - Good Shepherd - Tomball 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Patricia Shepherd - St. Mark’s – Houston 
Training Officer 
Ron Robertson – Emmanuel – Houston 
Communications Officer 
Bob Bliss - Grace - Georgetown 

 

Helpful Links 

Vergers’ Guild of the Episcopal Church: www.vergers.org 

Church of England Guild of Vergers: CEGV 

The Hunger Site:  www.thehungersite.com 

Episcopal Church USA:  www.episcopalchurch.org 

Episcopal News Service (ENS):  www.episcopalchurch.org/ENS/ 

Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD):  www.er-d.org 

Episcopal Diocese of Texas:  www.epicenter.org 

"Being Episcopalians":  http://www.epicenter.org/edot/Beliefs.asp?SnID=1719867338 

Forward Movement Reading of the Day:  http://www.forwardmovement.org/todaysreading.cfm 

Finally... 

"Invite a Friend to Church"--Share the good news of Jesus Christ with others and invite them to "come and 
see." 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


