CHECKLIST 

FOR

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

Children, if present, can be invited to read the lessons and the psalms.

Have Evangelism Team available to hand out advertising for the event to stores in the area 2 weeks prior to event.  Elicit supplies from local stores and parishioners, such as cat and dog treats and treats for humans.  NO CHOCOLATE.  (Not recommended by veterinarians for cats and dogs.)

Invite the service animals (as, fire department Dalmatians, police horses, hospital petting animals, guide dogs) along with their handlers.

Contact local EMF and have ambulance there for tours and to provide emergency first aid.

Mow lawn, spray for fleas a day ahead of event.  Put out water bowls just before event.  Have people monitor area after the event.

Design award certificate to celebrate blessing.  If desired, St. Christopher’s medals can be purchased at Sacco Brothers in Houston.  Make up gift bags, containing bookmarks, information on church, treats for pets.

Have (Clown Ministry)(Brotherhood of St Andrew) act as gatekeepers for the event. If you have a marquis in front of church, reflect event on sign at least a week ahead of event.

Provide sound equipment (mikes, instrumentalists). 

Provide an order-of-service program.  Decorate tables (parish hall?) with stuffed animals.

Have someone available to take pictures, provide a story to local newspapers, and provide background for next year’s blessing of the animals.  

Have gifts for most unusual pet, best behaved pet, pet with most hair/least hair, etc. 

Send thank you notes from the church to those that contributed anything, helped stage the event.

Bless both the pets and the “owners”, In addition to live animals, the occasional teddy bear or other stuffed animal will be presented for blessing.    Consider using the Aaronic blessing with anyone who is Jewish who brings a pet.

Resource:  Animal Blessings: Prayers and Poems Celebrating Our Pets, June Cotner, Harper Collins, 2000.   Alternate Readings:  Genesis 1:24-31, Psalm 24:10-25, Matthew 6:25-33.

