"May God in Heaven fulfill abundantly the prayers which are pronounced over you and your boats and equipment on the occasion of the Blessing of the Fleet. God bless your going out and coming in; The Lord be with you at home and on the water. May he accompany you when you start on your many journeys: May he fill your nets abundantly as a reward for your labor; And may he bring you all safely in, when you turn your boats homeward to shore.... Amen"
THE BLESSING OF THE FLEET -  The commercial fishing season opens each Spring on the first Monday in May.   The Sunday before the season opens, St. Mary's hosts a "Blessing of the Fleet" at 5:00 PM at Omega Protein, our local menhaden fish factory.  They have built a stage overlooking Cockrell's Creek just for this event.  This service, which dates back 31 years, is attended by about 400 people, who come by boat and by land.  We involve our local clergy and in recent years have asked our neighbor church, Tibitha Church of God, to provide the music.   In scripture and in song, we thank God for his abundant provision through the sea, and we ask God's blessing on the year ahead for commercial and recreational fishing and boating.  We always lay a memorial wreath on the waters of Cockrell's Creek in memory of those lost at sea, and we hear an inspiring sermon from a guest preacher.  This service is a memorable piece of our Chesapeake Bay heritage.

May the peace and blessing of the Almighty God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit descend upon these ships and upon all who shall be in them and remain forever.

In some places, when the fleet is about a mile from the shore, the (priest) blesses the sea and asks that it may have mercy on the fishermen.  

Blessing of fleet is both civic and religious tradition, origin in Italy.
