About Holy Week

Between the celebratory procession of Palm Sunday and the Feast of all Feasts on Easter we are called to walk with Christ through his final hours.  We walk with Him as the jubilant crowds which proclaimed “Hosanna in the highest” is transformed into an angry mob demanding his death with shouts of “Crucify him!’  We walk with him to the upper room as he gathers with his friends for a final meal and a symbol of service and love.  We walk with him through Gethsemane and the agonizing prayers of abandonment to the hill of Calvary, even stopping with him as he carries his cross.  Finally, we arrive at the tomb.

From the unknown darkness, the light of a new day dawns for those who have walked along the way.  We are ready for Easter.  We are prepared for resurrection.  For we have shared in his crucifixion and death and are able to receive new life.   

Holy Week at Holy Comforter offers a rich diversity of opportunities to experience the deepest passion and ultimate triumph of our Lord.  Share these opportunities with your family and friends that we all may come to know Christ and Christ’s never-ending love for each of us.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Palm/Passion Sunday

March 24

8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
The Liturgy of the Palms will be highlighted by the addition of a Grand Procession at the 10:30 a.m. service. We will gather outside in the grassy area between the church and the educational building. at  10:15 a.m. Members of the HCEC congregation will do a dramatic reading of the Passion Sunday Gospel. A service not to be missed!

Maundy Thursday

March 28

7:00 p.m.

This powerful service commemorates Jesus’ final meal with his disciples and a last act of selfless service by washing their feet. The service concludes with the stripping of the altar.  We depart in silence as The Watch begins.

The Watch

(Begins at 8:30 p.m. after the Maundy Thursday service and concludes at 12:00 noon on Good Friday.)

Holy Comforter members will stay awake with Christ throughout the night. This is a time of reflection, prayer and contemplation.  You may sign up for shifts by calling the church office or see ____________ for more information.

Good Friday

March 29

12:00 Noon

The Good Friday Liturgy 
This service includes The Reproaches, a special sermon by HCEC’s  Rector, communion from reserved sacrament.

1:30 p.m.

The Stations of the Cross

Walk with Christ along the Way of the Cross.  The stations begin and end inside the church. You may sign up to carry the cross by calling Pam Spriggs at the church office.

The Great Vigil of Easter

March 30

8:00 p.m. (Dusk)

The Easter Vigil is the climactic service of the year.  Remember God’s saving acts in history as we move from darkness to light, from Lent to Easter, with the lighting of the New Holy Fire and the Paschal Candle.  Welcome new members with the sacrament of Holy Baptism.  Bring bells to ring as we celebrate the Resurrection with the First Eucharist of Easter.  Join us for a reception in the Parish Hall at the conclusion of the service.

Easter Day

March 31

8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

The most joyful feast day of the liturgical year will be enhanced by the HCEC Choir, Children’s Choir, and. the traditional flowering of the cross by our children.  Bring bells to ring during the service!

NOTE:  Gather at 10:00 a.m. for the Annual Easter Portrait.

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES DURING HOLY WEEK

Palm Sunday, March 24
Easter Day, March 31

(Please note that xyz Sunday Schools will not meet Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday.

Reception to follow the Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday services.)

9:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m.  Children Gather for

                                   Easter Egg Hunt

Ages 0-4 will gather in front of the (xyz).  Ages 5-10 will gather in front of the (qrs).

*Parents please accompany your children.

9:30-10:00 a.m.  Easter Egg Hunt 

Ages 0-4 and Ages 5-10 will hunt eggs in different areas.  We ask that parents accompany children.  

10:00 a.m.  Annual Easter Portrait

10:15 a.m.  Children Gather for 

                    Procession and Flowering    

                   of Cross
Children of all ages are welcome to join us.  We will meet in the Parish Hall, and line up for the procession..  HCEC will provide flowers for the children.

