GUIDELINES FOR LAY MINISTERS FOR THE LITURGY

LICENSING

Lay Eucharistic Minister, Lay Eucharistic Visitor, and Lay Reader are separate and distinct ministries, each requiring separate licenses.  A person licensed for one of these three ministries is not automatically licensed for the other two.

The Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church (ECUSA or the national church) (Title 1, Canon17 and Title III, Canon 3) list the following common requirements for serving as a Lay Eucharistic Minister (LEM), Lay Eucharistic Visitor (LEV), or Lay Reader.

1. The person must be confirmed.

2. The person must be an adult at least 16 years of age.

3. The person must be a member of the congregation (that is, his/her name written in the Parish Register for that congregation)

4. The person must be a member in good standing, that is:

a. has received Holy Communion at least three times in the past year

b. has been faithful in attending corporate worship

c. prays and gives for the spread of the Kingdom

5. The person has been recommended for this ministry by the priest-in-charge

6. The person has receive training appropriate to the office.

Candidates wishing to serve in one of these three capacities must meet all of the above requirements.  In addition in the Diocese of Texas, those who serve as LEMs or LEVs must have the written endorsement of the Vestry or Bishop’s Committee of their congregation.

The license is granted for a fixed period (three years in the Diocese of Texas), and it may be renewed based on the acceptable performance of the ministry by the person so licensed and upon the continued recommendation of the priest in charge.

The Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church Title III, Canon 3, Section 5, Subsection (b) states that the qualifications, requirements, and guidelines for the selection, training, and use of LEMs and LEVs shall be established by the Bishop

(that is, the diocesan bishop).  

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTER

A Lay Eucharistic Minister is a person licensed to administer the elements at any Celebration of the Holy Eucharist, in the absence of a sufficient number of Priests or Deacons assisting the Celebrant.  In particular. It should be noted that:

1. A LEM may administer the bread as well as the wine.

2. A LEM should not be used if there are sufficient clergy available to perform this ministry.

3. 3. The license for a LEM is NOT a license to take Communion to the ill and infirm.
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LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITOR

A Lay Eucharistic Visitor is a person licensed to take the consecrated elements to members of the congregation who, by reason of illness or infirmity, were unable to be present at the Celebration of Holy Eucharist on Sunday or other Principal Celebration.

The Canons stipulate that the elements are to be taken from those consecrated at the Celebration, and are to be taken immediately following the closing of the service. In other words, the elements are not to be taken from the Reserved Sacrament and the visitation is to be accomplished on the same day as the service. The LEM comes to the altar rail after the whole congregation has received Communion and is given the elements to take to the ill and infirm, leaving the church immediately (that is, not waiting for the closing hymn).  In particular it should be noted that:

1. In the Diocese of Texas an LEV is to receive instruction in Pastoral Care.  (This is why, in congregations with both Worship Committees and Pastoral Care Committees, the LEVs are listed under the responsibility of Pastoral Care or Pastoral Care and Worship.)

2. The ministry of an LEV is not to take the place of the ministry of priest and deacon in the exercise of their office, including regular visitation of members unable to attend the Celebration of Holy Eucharist.

3. The license for an LEV is not a license to administer the elements in corporate worship.

4. A LEV is not vested for the visit to the ill or infirm, although a name badge bearing the title, Lay Eucharistic Visitor, may be worn.  Alternatively or in addition to the badge, a business card identifying the LEV as such, and giving a home phone number, may be used.

5. An LEV may be accompanied on the visit by another member of the congregation, who need not be licensed as an LEV.

6. Only the prescribed form of the Eucharist may be used by the LEV during the visitation.  

LAY READER

A Lay Reader is a person who regularly leads public worship uner the direction of a member of the Clergy in charge of the congregation.  The services which are usually led by a lay person are typically the daily offices of Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer (but not the Holy Eucharist).  Training and licensing shall be under the direction of the bishop for those persons recommended by the member of the clergy in charge of the congregation, as provided by the Canons of the Diocese of Texas.  Persons who are licensed as Lay Readers should be thoroughly trained in the use of the Book of Common Prayer.  Note that the license for a Lay Reader is not a license to assist at the Eucharist nor to take the elements to the ill and infirm.

LECTOR

A lector is a person trained in the reading of the Word, and appointed without license by the member of the clergy in charge of the congregation, and may read either the lessons 
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or the Prayers of the People.  Lectors need only to be appointed by the member of the Clergy in charge of the congregation.  Lectors as such are not licensed as Lay Readers,  although they must be so licensed if acting as Lay Readers.  Bland certificates are available from the Diocesan Office for the use of the member of the Clergy in charge of the congregation, to provide recognition of a person’s appointment to the office of Lector.

It is recommended that Lectors not be vested in the performance of their office, in order to emphasize the symbolism that Lectors are drawn from among the lay congregation.

NOTE:

If a service of recognition or installation is desired, see:

“Commissioning for Lay Ministries within the Church”
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