365+ reasons to be an Episcopalian

additional

Where the only requirement at Communion is that you be hungry!

The Rev. Philip Wilson

Discover why “Holy! Holy! Holy!” is one of our most popular hymns.

Where God uses your face for His own.

Where God loves you before you decide whether you love Him.

Where faith is God’s gift to us, not our gift to God.

Louis Crew

FATHER FLAMINGO by Peggy Metcalf

There was a time when it was a fad, amongst the Episcopal youth, to “flock” an unsuspecting parishioner’s yard with pink flamingos.  It was a money-raising adventure for their group, with the parishioner having to pay the youth for removal of the flamingos.  Great sport, and considerably cleaner that the papering of the trees that we older folk use to do in the ‘60’s.

Do you remember the time, also, in the ‘70’s, when pink was a fashion statement for men?  Shirts and tie, golf bags, or whatever.  (Yes, golf bags:  I even owned one, at a cheap cost, because they just wouldn’t sell.)

Bet many of you began wondering about the church in its wisdom using pink as a liturgical color when we had pink bows and a pink candle lit on the third Sunday of Advent.  The candle was lit on Gaudete Sunday, “gaudete” being an old English word for joy.  Rumor has it that some Roman Catholic churches use a garish, Flamingo Pink variation for vestments.  ‘Fraid that we Episcopalians are too conservative:  Fr. Flamingo’s chasuble and stole  would be converted to a smoky pink in our denomination.

Be on the lookout for pink as a liturgical color in Lent.  The fourth Sunday of Lent, Laetare Sunday, is pink.  This coloration of vestments was meant to give visual and emotional relief from the long fasting/penitential time, as Lent included, prior to 1979, a 3 to 5 week period of “pre-Lent” that was also purple.  In England, this particular Sunday is often celebrated as Mothering Sunday.  Often called Laertare Sunday, using a Latin word meaning lady’s slipper (laetare) or to rejoice (singular imperative of laetari, to rejoice).this Sunday takes its name from the opening words of the Latin Mass, “Rejoice (Laetare) Jerusalem” (Is. 66:10)  Rose-colored vestments have been permitted since the 13th century, thus giving rise to the nickname “Rose Sunday”.  Pink vestments are permitted, rather than required, in the Episcopal Church.

