WHAT IS PROVINCE VII OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH?

Province VII is one of nine regional groupings in the Episcopal Church, clusters for mutual support and sharing of ministry.  Province VII consists of the Diocese of Arkansas, Dallas, Fort Worth, Kansas, Oklahoma, Northwest Texas, Rio Grand, Texas, West Missouri, West Texas, Western Kansas and Western Louisiana.

WHAT IS A “PROVINCE” IN THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION?
It is an autonomous national church.  Among the 10 Provinces are:

The Episcopal Church USA

The Anglican Church of Canada

The Holy Catholic Church in Japan,

The Church of Brazil, 

12 Provinces in Africa, and

8 Provinces in Asia.

WHAT IS A SYNOD?

In the Episcopal Church USA a Synod is the legislative meeting of a Province which elects officers, adopts a budget, authorizes a three-year program, responds to expressed needs of member Dioceses, and considers resolutions presented by any Diocese or member of the Synod for presentation to General Convention.  The Synod of Province VII meets every three years in the Year preceding General Convention.  Other Provinces hold annual Synod with reduced representation from each Diocese.

WHAT IS PROVINCIAL COUNCIL?

Elected at Synod, it is the executive committee of the Diocese.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF PROVINCE VII?

The 37th Synod, meeting in Little Rock in 1990, affirmed that “the mission of the Church in the Province of the Southwest is set forth in the Catechism in the Book of Common Prayer: ‘TO RESTORE ALL PEOPLE TO UNITY WITH GOD AND EACH OTHER IN CHRIST.  THE CHURCH PURSUES ITS MISSION AS IT PRAYS AND WORSHIPS, PROCLAIMS THE GOSPEL, AND PROMOTES JUSTICE, PEACE AND LOVE. ‘ “  The special responsibility of the Province of the Southwest is to implement, adapt and initiate mission strategies with particular reference to local needs and resources within the Province.

WHAT IS THE STRENGTH OF PROVINCE VII, PROVINCE OF 
               THE SOUTHWEST?

Its strengths are its diversity and the rich spiritual resources and commitment of Episcopalians throughout the Southwest.  Its challenges are to become even more responsive to needs for ministry support and to continue the support and participation of a variety of Episcopalians in the Dioceses.
