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INSTRUCTIONS FOR RIBBON BANNERS

ITEMS NEEDED:


Pole in desired length.  

Be certain to measure the area where you want to store/display the banner, so that you have an appropriate length.  In selecting pole type and length, take into account who will be processing the banner, as a child will need a lighter/shorter width and length banner.

May use wooden closet poles or brass curtain rods, your choice.

Wooden poles are available at places like Home Depot and Lowe’s in the lumber section.  Decorative poles are available in the area where closet hardware is located. Home Depot and Lowe’s will cut the poles for you to the desired length.  If not, find someone in your congregation familiar with working with wood (as, your junior warden) to cut the pole, mount the finials, and mount the banner on the wall (if desired) or mount hardware on pole.

Brass poles can be purchased in Home Depot, Lowe’s, or any department store, like Penney’s, that sells curtains and curtain rods.


Finials.

Finials are the decorative ends you will need to may the ends of the wooden poles look decorated.  They are available from Home Depot and Lowe’s and are usually carried in packages containing a pair of finials.  They are usually in the area where the items to outfit a closet are stored.  THE SALEMEN WILL NOT RECOGNIZE THE WORD “FINIAL”.  Ask the person to direct you to the “closet area” or ask for “decorative ends for closet poles”.


Stain, paint, lacquer to finish the wooden poles in an appropriate color.  


Sandpaper to sand the ends of the wooden poles after they have been cut.

Ribbon in appropriate amount. For a 36” pole using 3” wide ribbon, cut in lengths of a maximum of 3 yards, doubled, you will need 5 to 8 bolts of ribbon, depending on the yardage wound on a given bolt. 

Other hardware: 2 eye hooks and cording to run in between, possibly tacks if ribbon not sewn together.

Other decorations:  Bells, decorative or antique buttons,  crosses, brass angels, and other decorative items to sew on each piece, one item on the end of each ribbon, possibly items on each ribbon along the length on in the middle (great use of old buttons).  Line weights or washers may also be used to weight the ends of the ribbon.  NOTE:  Have the members of your congregation donate these items.  This will not only save you money, but will also make the banner very special to the local church.
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INSTRUCTIONS:  

If being designed by a group, have the group determine colors and styles of ribbon before purchase, decide on rotation of ribbon on pole, and type of cut on the end of each piece of ribbon. Decide on stain or paint color for pole. Take into account the use of the banner (solely for display, for use in procession, to be used as a dossal screen for an altar in Children’s Church, to be carried by children in procession), as this will also determine weight and length of pole, weight and length of banner.  

Have the pole cut to size if wood, bought to size if brass.

Appropriately paint, stain, lacquer the pole and finials to match each other.  

If tacking the ribbon to the pole, attach the finials to either end of the pole.  Make certain that you add glue and let the glue dry.

After selecting the ribbon you want to use, cut it to appropriate lengths.  

If differing types/patters of ribbon are used, decide on rotation on the pole.

Tack to the pole, double checking at first that, if the ribbon is doubled, the ends hang uniformly (evenly at the end of each ribbon, evenly from side to side if no decorative cut used on the end of the ribbon, mirror images or intentional varying heights to match side to side.

If not tacking ribbon to pole, sew a pocket at the top end of each ribbon to be mounted on the pole.  Attach the finials after the ribbon is placed on the pole, in order to have a smaller pouch to hang closer to the rod.  

Hand sew or otherwise attach one item to the end of each ribbon, and add any other decorative items, both front and back, to the lengths of the ribbon.  CORDING MAY BE ADDED TO EITHER END OF THE BANNER, JUST BEFORE THE FINNIAL.

 Attach the two eye hooks on either end, and then add the cording between for hanging.  Use as little cording as possible.

